ASEAN SENIOR OFFICIALS MEET TO DISCUSS RURAL DEVELO PMENT
AND POVERTY ERADICATION

1 The 6™ ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Rural Development and Poverty
Eradication (SOMRDPE) was opened by Minister of State for Community Development,
Youth and Sports, Mrs Yu-Foo Yee Shoon yesterday morning. After the opening
ceremony, the SOMRDPE leaders took a photograph with the Guest-of-Honour, MOS
Mrs Yu-Foo Yee Shoon, Chairman of the meeting, Permanent Secretary for MCYS, Mr
Niam Chiang Meng and Asean Secretariat Dr Soeung Ratchavy.

2 Hosted by the Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports (MCYS),
the 6™ SOMRDPE will be held from 13 — 14 October 2008, followed by the inaugural
SOMRDPE + 3 on 15 October where delegates from the People’s Republic of China,
Japan and the Republic of Korea will join in the discussion.

3 About 60 delegates from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Republic of Indonesia,
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Union of Myanmar, Republic of the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and the ASEAN
Secretariat attended the meeting in Singapore.

(From left) Mr Andi Yudyachandra, Deputy Director, ASEAN Economic Cooperation,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Indonesia; Mr Chit Thavisay, Deputy Director
General, The Cabinet Office of The Lao National Committee for Rural Development and
Poverty Eradication, Lao People’s Democratic Republic; Y. Bhg. Dato' Hj Basar Hj Abd.
Rahman, Deputy Secretary General (Economic), Ministry of Rural and Regional
Development, Malaysia; Mr Myo Myint, Director General/Department of Development
Affairs, Ministry of Progress of Border Areas and National Races and Development
Affairs, Union of Myanmar; Mr Domingo F. Panganiban, Secretary/Lead Convenor/Office
of the Secretary, National Anti-Poverty Commission, Republic of the Philippines; Mr
Niam Chiang Meng, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Community Development, Youth
and Sports, Singapore; Mrs Yu-Foo Yee Shoon, Minister of State, Ministry of Community
Development, Youth and Sports, Singapore; Mrs Kanda Vajrabhaya, Deputy Permanent
Secretary/Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social Development and
Human Security, Thailand; Mrs Choo Lee See, Director, Comcare and Social Support
Division, Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports, Singapore; Mrs Hoang
Thi Dzung, Deputy-Director General/lnternational Cooperation Department, Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development, Socialist Republic of Viet Nam; Dato' Adnan
Hanafiah, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Brunei Darussalam;
H.E. Sao Chivoan, Secretary of State, Ministry of Rural Development, Cambodia; H.E.
Dr Soeung Ratchavy, Deputy Secretary General, ASEAN Secretariat



Background

1. The ASEAN Ministers Meeting on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication
(AMRDPE) was established in 1997 with the objectives of strengthening and co-
ordinating ASEAN collaboration in these areas of work. The AMRDPE meets at least
once every two years Singapore hosted the 4th AMRDPE meeting in 2004. The
SOMRDPE, which reports to the AMRDPE, meets at least once a year Meetings
between the Senior Officials which take place preceding the AMRDPE meetings are
referred to as Prep SOMs and not SOMRDPE meetings and has the following functions:

a. to plan, coordinate, monitor and evaluate the implementation of policies and
programmes adopted by the AMRDPE;

b. to encourage and enhance collaboration with governmental organisations of
ASEAN dealing with rural development and poverty eradication, regional and
international organisations, the private/business sector and non-governmental/people's
organisations;

C. to convene ad-hoc working groups of experts to assist it in carrying out its
functions, when appropriate; and

d. to ensure the designation of a national focal point/office for rural development
and poverty eradication in each Member Country that could coordinate at the national
level and also with other ASEAN focal points/offices.

2. The inaugural SOMRDPE was held together with the inaugural AMRDPE in
Kuala Lumpur in October 1997, and saw the development of the Framework Plan of
Action on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication. Since then, there have been four
subsequent AMRDPE and SOMRDPE meetings.

3. So as to facilitate closer ASEAN + 3 collaboration in matters pertaining to
sustainable rural development and poverty reduction, the SOMRDPE + 3 process has
been institutionalised, with SOMRDPE + 3 to be held back-to-back with SOMRDPE. A
framework on Plus Three Cooperation was first proposed by the ASEAN Secretariat and
endorsed at the 5th SOMRDPE. A preliminary Plus Three Senior Officials Meeting was
convened in January 2007 alongside the 5th AMRDPE in Bangkok in which the Terms of
Reference (TORs) for the SOMRDPE + 3 was adopted.



ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Blueprint

The ASEAN Leaders, during the 13th ASEAN Summit held in Singapore in
November 2007, celebrated the signing of the ASEAN Charter as a historic
milestone for ASEAN representing our common vision and commitment to the
development of an ASEAN Community, and commended the efforts of the
Eminent Persons Group and High Level Task Force for their inspired
contributions to the Drafting of the ASEAN Charter. The Leaders also adopted a
separate Singapore Declaration on the ASEAN Charter, in which they pledged to
undertake all measures necessary to ensure expeditious ratification and
implementation of the Charter.

In line with the 2007 Cebu Declaration on the Acceleration of the Establishment
of an ASEAN Community by 2015, the ASEAN Leaders adopted the ASEAN
Economic Community Blueprint at the 13th ASEAN Summit. The AEC Blueprint
will serve as a roadmap for transforming ASEAN into a single market and
production base, highly competitive and fully integrated into the global community
by 2015. ASEAN is also committed to the timely liberalisation of air travel, and is
working towards the realisation of the first milestone of the ASEAN Roadmap for
Integration of Air Travel Sector by end-2008.

ASEAN is working on similar Blueprints for the other two Community pillars - the
ASEAN Political Security Community and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community.
These Blueprints are targeted for adoption at the 14th ASEAN Summit in
Thailand.

The 13th ASEAN Summit held in Singapore in November 2007 agreed that an
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Blueprint should be developed along
the lines of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Blueprint that was endorsed
by the Leaders at the same Summit.

The general structure of the draft ASCC Blueprint was agreed at the 1st Meeting
of Drafting the ASCC Blueprint, held in Bangkok, Thailand on 11-13 March 2008,
to cover six characteristics, as follows: (a) Human Development; (b) Social
Security, Welfare and Protection; (c) Social Justice and Rights; (d) Ensuring
Environmental Sustainability; (e) Building and ASEAN ldentity; and (f) Narrowing
the Development Gap. The core elements, with their respective strategic
objectives and action lines, have been defined for each of the above
characteristics.

For more information, please contact:

Dr. Soeung Ratchavy Dr. Anish Kumar Roy
Deputy Secretary General Director
ASEAN Secretariat ASEAN Bureau of Resources
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anish@asean.org
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